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charge of moral obliquity and double dealing, often
brought against it, can be satisfactorily met. But sup-
pose for a moment that we grant (what is not the
case) that in the metaphysical disquisitions of the expe-
rienced casuist such a distinction might be maintained,,
how can we expect it to be recognized, and felt, and
acted upon by the large body of Christians ? Abstract-
edly considered, such an interpretation in a religious
act of daily recurrence by the mass of unlearned be-
lievers would, I conceive, appear to reflecting minds
most improbable, if not utterly impossible. And as
to its actual bona-fide result in practice, a very brief
sojourn in countries where the religion of Rome is
dominant, will suffice to convince us, that such subtil-
ties of the casuist are neither received nor understood
by the great body of worshippers; and that the large
majority of them, when they pray to an individual saint
to deliver them from any evil, or to put them in pos-
session of some good, do in very deed look to the saint
himself for the fulfilment of their wishes. It is a snare
to the conscience only too evidently successful.

And I regret to add, that in the errors into which
such language of their prayers may unhappily betray
them, they cannot be otherwise than confirmed as well
by the recorded sentiments of men in past years, whom
they have been taught to reverence, as by the senti-
ments which are circulated through the world now,
even by what they are accustomed to regard as the
highest authority on earth ].

To'this point, however, we must repeatedly revert

1 See in subsequent parts of this work the references to Bonaven-
tura, Bernardin Sen., Bernardin de Bust., &c.; and also the ency-
clical letter of the present (A.D. 1840) reigning pontiff.